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me WROTE to my Coufin VILLAGE, 
sere informing him of my defign to finith 
wee with the next number; and I have re- 





DEAR Cousin, 
T was not without fome regret, that I received advice 
of your intentions to bid adieu to the public: for as 
you had been fo kind as to introduce me to their notice, 
I began to indulge all the weaknefs and vanity of a young 
author; and had almoft perfuaded myfelf, that I was 
the principal fupport of your papers. Confcious of my 
own importance, I expect that you will do me the juftice 
te acknowledge, how much you are indebted to the af- 
Vox. II. 6 Z fifiance 
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fifttance of your very ingenious Coufin; and I care not 
how many Compliments ‘you pay me on ‘my wit and 
learning: but*at the fame time I muft beg leave to.put 
in a caveat againft your difpofing of me in what manner 
you yourfelf pleafe. Writers of effays think themfelves 
at liberty to do what they will with the characters they 
have introduced into their works: as writers of tragedy, 
in order to heighten the plot, have brought their heroes 
to an untimely end, when they have died quietly many 
years before in their beds; or as our chroniclers of daily 
occurrences put a duke to death, give away an heirefs in 
marriage, or fhoot off an adiniral’s legs, whenever they 
pleafe. Mr. Appison, while he was carrying on the 
SpecTAToRr, faid “ he would kill Sir Roger de Coverly, 
‘«« that nobody elfe might murder him:” In like manner, 
my dear Coufin, you may perhaps take it into your head 
to cut me off: you may make an end of me by a cold 
caught in partridge-fhooting, or break my neck in a ftag- 
hunt. Or you may rather chufe to fettle me perhaps 
with a rich old country dowager, or prefs me into the 
army, or clap me on board of a man of war. But I 
defire that you will not get rid of me by any of thefe 
means: but permit me to affure your readers, that I am 
alive and merry; and this is to let them know, that 1 
am in good health at this prefent* writing. 


Your papers, I affure you, have made a great noife 
in the country; and the moft intelligent among us read 
you with as much fatisfaction as the Evening Pofls or the 
Weekly “fournals. I know more than one fquire, who 
who takes them in conftantly with the Magazines; and 
I was told by the poft-mafter of a certain town, that 
they came down. every week under cover to the but- 
ler of a member of parliament. There is a club of 
country parfons, who meet every Saturday at a ncigh- 
bouring market-town, to be fhaved and exchange fer- 
mons! they have a fubfcription for beoks and pamphlets ; 
and the only periodical works ordered in hy them are 
the 
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the Connoiffeur, and the Critical and Monthly Reviews. 
I was lately introduced to this fociety, when the conver- 
fation happened to turn upon Mr. Town. A young 
Curate, juft come from Oxfard, faid he knew you very 
well at Chrif Church, and that. you. was a comical dog: 
but a Cantab. declared no lefs. pofitively, that you, was 
either a penfioner of Trinity or a commoner of Benuet’s, 
People, indeed, are very much perplexed,.about the real 
author: fome affirm, that. you are a nobleman; and 
others will have it, that you are. an aCton: fome fay you 


are. a young lawyer, , fome a, parfon, and fome an old 
woman. 


Tue fubjects of your papers. have often been wrefted 
to various interpretations by our penetrating geniufles ; and 
you have hardly drawn a character, that has not been 
fixed on one or other of the greateft perfonages in the 
nation.. I once heard a country juftice exprefs his, won- 
der, that you was. not taken up, and fet in the pillory ; 
and I myfelf, by fome of my rural intelligence, have 
brought upon you the refentment of feveral honeft {quires, 
who long to horfe-whip the {coundrel for putting them in 
print. Others again are quite at a lofs how to pick out 
your meaning, and in vain turn over their Bailey's dictio~ 
nary for an explanation of feveral fafhionable phrafes ; 
which, though they have enriched the town-language, 
have not yet made their way into the dialect of the coun- 
try. Many exquifite ftrokes of humour are alfo loft upon 
us, on account of our diftance from the fcene of aétion ; 
and the wit,.which is very. brifk and lively upon the fpot, 
lofes much of its fpiric in the carriage, and fometimes. 
wholly evaporates in the poft-bag. . 


You moralifts are very apt t6 flatter yourfelves, that 
you are doing a vaft deal of good by your labours: but 
whatever reformation you may .haye worked in town, 
give me leave to tell you, that you have fometimes done 
us harm in the country, by the bare mention of the vices 


and 
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and follies now in vogue. From your intelligence fome 
of our moft polite ladies have learned, that it is highly 
genteel to thave a route; and‘fome have copied the 
fafhion fo exa¢tly, as to play at cards on Sundays. Your 
papers upon drefs fet all our-belles at-work in following 
the mode: you no fooner took notice of the cocked hats, 
but every hat in the parifh was‘turned up behind and be- 
fore ; and when you told us, that the town-beauties went 
naked, our-rural damfels immediately began to throw off 
their.cloaths. Our gentlemen ‘have been alfotaught by 
you all the new arts of betting and gaming: and the 
only coffee-houfe in one little town, where the moft 
topping inhabitants are ufed to meet to play at draughts 
and back-gammon, has, ‘from the great increafe of 
gamefters who refort to it, been elegantly chriftened by 
the name of White's. 


As to the {mall fhare, which*I myfelf have had in 


-your work,: you may be-fure-every body “here is hugely 


delighted with it; at‘leaft you may be fure, that I will 
fay nothing to the contrary. I have done my beft to 
contribute to the entertainment of your readers: and -as 
the name of Steele is not forgot in the SpecTaTor, 
though Addifon has run away with almoft all the honour, 
I am in hopes that whenever the great Mr. Town is 
mentioned, they may poffibly think at the fame time on 


Your affectionate Coufin. and Coadjutor, 
VILLAGE. 


Arver this account, which-my Coufin has fent me, 
of the reception I have met with in the country, it will 
be proper to fay fomething of my reception here in town. 
I thall therefore confider myfelf in the threefold capacity 
of Connoisseur, CaiTic, and Censor-GeNERAL. As 
a CoNnNOISSEUR, in the confined fenfe of the word, I 
muft own I have met with feveral mortifications. J have 
neither been made F. R. S. nor even a member of the 


Academy. of Bourdeaux or Peterfburgh, ‘They ‘have left 


.me 
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me out of the lift of Truftees to the British Mufeum; 
and his Majefty of Naples, though he prefented an 
** Account of the Curiofities found in Herculaneum” to 
each of the univerfities, never fent one to me. I have 
not been celebrated in the Philofophical Tranfactions, or 
in any of our Magazines of Arts and Sciences ; nor have 
I been ftiled tres-iHuftre or tres-fgavant in any of the fo- 
reign Mercures or ‘fournals Literaires. Once indeed, I 
foothed myfelf in the vain thought of having been diftin- 
guifhed by the great Swedi/h Botanift, Linneus, under the 
title of Eruditiffimus Urbanus, which I conceited to be 
the name of Town latinized; but to my great difap- 
pointment I afterwards difcovered, that this was no other 
than the learned Naturalift, Mr. Sz/vanus Urban, author 
of the Gentleman's Magazine. ‘This neglect of me, as a 
Connoisseur, I can attribute to no other caufe, than to 
my not having made myfelf known by my Mufeum or 
Cabinet of Curiofities: and to fay the truth, I am not 
worth a farthing in antique coins; nor have I fo much as 
one fingle fhell of butterfly. All my complaints againtt 
the modern innovations of Tafte have been therefore 
difregarded : and with concern I ftill fee the Villas of our 
citizens fantaftically adorned with Chinefe palings, and 
our ftreets encumbered with fuperb colonnades, porticos, 
Gothic arches, and Venetian windows, before the fhops of 
our tradefmen. 


Nor have I, asa Critic, met with greater fuccefs 
or encouragement in my endeavours to reform the pre- 
fent Tafte in literature. I expected to have the priviledge 
of eating beef gratis every night at Vauxhall, for advifing 
the garden-poets to put a litthe meaning into their fongs: 
but though I was there feveral nights this fummer, I 
could not fay (with Cafio) of any of their productions, 
“ this is a more exquifite fong than rother.” I have 
not been able to write the operas out of the kingdom: 
and though I have more than once fhewed my contempt 
for Harlequin, I am affured there aré no lefs than three 

Vor. II. 7A Panto- 
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Pantomimes to be brought on this feafon. As | fet my- 
felf up for fupreme judge in theatrical matters, I was in 
hopes, that my Lord Chamberlain would at leaft ap- 
pointed me his Deputy-Licenfer ; but he has not even 
confult me on any one new play. I made no doubt, 
but the managers would pay their court to me: but they 
have not once fent for me to dinner; and fo far from 
having the freedom of the houfe, I declare I have not 


had fo much as a fingle order from any of the under- 
actors. 


In my office of Censor-GENERAL, though I cannot 
boaft of having over-turned the card-tables at routs and 
affemblies, or broke up the club at Arthur's, I can fafely 
boaft, that 1 have routed the many-headed monfter at 
the Difputant Society at the Robin-hood, and put to filence 
the great Clare-market Orator. In a word, I have la- 
boured to prevent the growth of vice and immorality ; 
and with as much effect as the Juftices at the Quarter- 
feffions. For this reafon I expected to have been put into 
commiffion, and to have had the power of licenfing all 
places of public diverfion vefted folely in my hands. But 
as I fnd my merits have been hitherto overlooked, I am 
determined to lay down my office; and in my next num- 
ber I fhall take my final leave of the public, when I thall 
give them an account of my corref{pondents, together with 
a full and particular account of MYSELF. 


= 


Preparing for the Prefs, 
And will be publifhed with all convenient Expedition, 


The THIRD and FOURTH VOLUMES of 
The CONNOISSEUR, 


in Twelves. 


Which will complete the Work. Corrected and improved. 


With a new Tranflation of the Mottos, and a copious Table of Con- 
tents; as in the Firft and Second Volumes, already publithed. 








